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Summary of General Fund Budget Process: 

The 2018 Draft General Fund Budget was developed by the Finance Committee of Steelton 
Borough Council in consultation with the Borough Manager, Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, staff 
and consultants.  The process for developing the budget was as follows: 

• Internal Department Meetings: September 2017 
o Department heads submitted “wish list” budgets and justified new expense 

items. 
 

• Publically Advertised Finance Committee Budget Meeting: October 11, 2017 
o Borough Finance Committee met to formally consider recommending budget to 

Borough Council. 
 

• Council Consideration of Budget and Advertising for Public Inspection: October 16, 
2017 
 

• Public Inspection Period: October 16, 2017 through November 19, 2017 
 

• Formal Consideration and Adoption of 2017 Budget by Council: November 20, 2017 

Overall Economic Outlook: 

Steelton Borough continues to operate in the context of being a landlocked borough with 
limited growth/taxing capacity. However, the Borough is beginning to see an uptick in existing 
and potential development that provides a positive economic outlook. In 2017, Steelton 
Borough saw the following positive economic development trends: 

o Execution of a sales agreement for the $30 million Renaissance Row Project utilizing the 
North Front Street properties.  
 

o Secured the only medical cannabis dispensary in Dauphin County through Firefly 
Dispensaries.  
 



o Passed a strong LERTA/IDRPTEA Program. 
 

o Completed the Steelton Skate Park which is quickly becoming a regional attraction.  
 

o Completed Land Development Plans for the Adams Street Town House Project.  

 

o Groundbreaking for the 101 Locust Street Rehabilitation Project with the Dauphin 
County Land Bank.  

 

o Opening of new businesses including the Skate Shop, Herbal Essentials, C&C Curbside 
Barbecue, and a new business at the Former Capital City Counters building.  
 

In 2018 the Borough anticipates: 

• Completion of Phase I of the Adams Street Townhouse Development (6 units). 
 

• Closing and Phase I construction of Renaissance Row.  
 

• Completion of the 101 Locust Street Rehabilitation Project.  
 

• Aggressive Marketing of the LERTA Program.  
 

• Planned Tourism events at the Steelton Skate Park.  
 

• Continued trend of new businesses occupying currently vacant store fronts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Revenues 
General Fund Revenue Outlook: Slightly Increase in Major Tax Revenues 

Major sources of revenue (i.e. Real Estate and Personal Taxes) continue to remain relatively 
stable with a slight projected growth in 2018.  

 

2017 Draft General Fund Budget Revenue Projections 
The 2017 Draft General Fund Budget is based on a revenue projection of $4,322,868 Major 
revenue assumptions are as follows: 

• No property tax increase. 
 

• Real Estate Taxes based on latest real estate assessment data provided by Dauphin 
County on October 3, 2017. Total collection assumption is reduced by 15 percent to 
account for anticipated delinquencies.  
 

• Occupational taxes and other recurring funds projected based 5 year on historical 
average. 
 

• $127,165 in anticipated grant revenues: CDBG Codes, Gaming Grant for Skate Park Debt 
Service. 
 

$0

$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

$2,000,000

$2,500,000

$3,000,000

$3,500,000

$4,000,000

$4,500,000

$5,000,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Major Revenue Sources

Total Revenues Land Tax Revenue

Building Tax Revenue Occupational Tax Revenue



 

 

 

2017 Draft General Fund Expenses 
The 2017 General Fund Budget projects $4,322,868 in expenses. The expenses reflect modest 
investments in personnel and capital improvements as outlined below.  

Codes Department: 

o Hiring of one full-time Property Maintenance Officer at $14 per hour 

Police Department:  

o Purchase of body cams - $30,000 

Public Works:  

o Repaving of Streets - $250,000 
o Harrisburg from Pine to Walnut 
o Walnut from Second to Fourth 
o Additional streets is budgeted funds remain. 

o Jessamine/6th Storm Sewer Repair - $40,000  

Economic Development:  

o Demolition of 24 Adams Street - $50,000 
o Steelton Fest and Other Special Events - $11,000 

$1,317,000

$600,000

$348,739$76,500$20,000$470,627
$66,288

$97,500
$127,165

$205,000

$994,049

Revenues by Dollar Amount 

Real Estate Building Real Estate Land Real Estate Delinquent

Occupational Tax Occupational Delinquent Earned Income Tax

LST Cable Franchise Grants

PA Pension Allocation Other



Borough Building Repairs: $40,000 

o Purchase of Heating/AC Wall Units to replace boiler 
o Fix floor drains 
o Fix first floor floors/walls 

Transfer to Reserves: $33,516 

 

 

Personnel Assumptions in 2017 Draft General Fund Budget: 

o Personnel Compliment remains the same; no new positions created.  
o 3 percent across the board increase in salaries. 
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