STEELTON BOROUGH 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, March 2, 2026

Present:
	Vanessa Bowers, President
Denae House, Chair Pro Tem
Vanessa Jenkins, Councilmember
Charles “CJ” Johnson, Councilmember
Juianna Paioletti, Councilmember
Michael Segina, Councilmember
Nastashia Ross, Vice President

	Ciera Dent, Mayor
Shawki Lacey, Chief of Police
Aaron Curry, Public Works Director
Randy Watts, Engineer
Austin Wolfe, Solicitor
Chad Saylor, Interim Borough Manager

	


Councilmember(s) Absent: None

Call Meeting to Order: President Bowers called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM.

Pledge of Allegiance: President Bowers led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moment of Silence: Mayor Dent led a moment of silence for the passing of resident Cheryl Powell & former Steel-High teacher John Beck, for the health of Fire Captain John Heffelfinger, and the passing of Rev. Jesse Jackson.

Council Meeting Roll Call: The roll was called by Mr. Saylor. The individuals listed above were present. 

Notice of Executive Session: There was an executive session held on Monday, March 2 at 5:30 PM to dicuss personnel matters.

Public Comments on Agenda Items Only: None

Old Business: 
Mr. Saylor presented for Consideration and Approval to Advertise an Ordinance Setting
Permit Prices and Fees. The advertisement must run for one week before voting on 3/16. 

The motion to approve was made by Mr. Segina and seconded by Ms. Paioletti. The motion passed unanimously.

New Business:
Mr. Saylor presented for Consideration and Approval of an Energy Supply Agreement with
SEF Energy for 60 Months at a rate of .1812 cents per KWH Pending Solicitor Review. Multiple municipal electric accounts may be expiring. Concerns were raised about price. Segina noted the proposed 18.12¢/kWh & five-year term seems high compared with the PP&L business rate of approximately 12.6¢ and historical rates, as older contracts were much lower. It was questioned whether the rate resulted from broker pricing and the long lock-in term. There was uncertainty about contract coverage, as it was unclear whether all 18–20 borough accounts are included in this single contract or handled separately. Talon, a former supplier, went out of business in 2022 and Council recalled previous renewals and broker involvement. Segina asked for time to review past minutes and paperwork to clarify prior contracts and which accounts are affected.

The motion to table this item was made by Mr. Segina and seconded by Ms. House. The motion was tabled unanimously.

Mr. Saylor presented for Consideration and Approval of an Engagement Letter for Legal Counsel Pertaining to a Wastewater Contract with a Neighboring Municipality (Swatara Twp.). Chad explained that Steelton provides wastewater service for some Swatara residents under an agreement dating to 1975 and that recent and planned work at the Hoffer Street and Trewick pumping stations raised questions about whether Swatara should share in certain costs. Council members emphasized that a critical missing piece is accurate flow information from Swatara. Without documented flow rates or reliable metering data, it is difficult to determine equitable cost allocation or to negotiate contract changes. It was noted that prior discussions with Swatara were had and recommended taking more detailed technical information into account before finalizing terms, while it was suggested that some aspects of the negotiation should be addressed in executive session to protect negotiating positions. 

The motion to table this item was made by Vice President Ross and seconded by Mr. Johnson. The motion was tabled unanimously.

Mr. Saylor presented for Consideration and Approval of an MOU Between the Borough and Penn State Health regarding the Community Garden Project for 2026 pending solicitor review. Mayor Dent raised concerns about the recurring cost of having the solicitor review what is essentially the same MOU each year when only the term and funding amount change. She worried about repeatedly spending solicitor time and fees on minor, recurring documents. Others emphasized standard procedure and legal protection, arguing that any agreement that binds the borough should receive solicitor review to catch errors or problematic language. Chad pointed out a minor typo (“memorandum and understanding” vs. “memorandum of understanding”) as an example of why review is prudent and said the review would be quick and would not delay implementation. The Council debated balancing cost concerns with liability protection, and affirmed that sending the MOU to the solicitor before final signatures was appropriate.

The motion to approve was made by Vice President Woods and seconded by Ms. House. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Saylor presented for Consideration and Approval of Moving Forward with Negotiating
an Agreement to Hire a Borough Manager.

The motion to approve was made by Ms. House and seconded by Mr. Johnson. Segina opposed stating he did not have any time to meet with the candidates or familiarize himself with the items of the negotiations. The motion still passed.

Correspondence: 
· Notice of Termination Approval from Dauphin County Conservation District regarding Steel Works NPDES Permit.
· Notice from DEP Regarding the Surface Mining Permit of the Heckett Multiserv Plant 18 Quarry Operation.

Public Comments: 
· Steve Swetz, 705 North Third Street - Reported a recurring and worsening air-quality problem in the northern end of town that he has been tracking for about 2 years. He described frequent episodes of strong, toxic-smelling fumes that appear at his residence and nearby public areas such as the skatepark and the Capital Area Greenbelt. Exposure was severe enough during a recent event that he experienced a nosebleed. Sweats recounted his own investigation efforts, which included observing nearby businesses and speaking with neighbors, and described difficulties getting clear answers from property owners. He filed a complaint with the DEP and learned from their investigator that another complaint had come from the skatepark; DEP inspected nearby sites like the electric company, warehouse properties, NAPA Auto Parts, and Rozman Furniture, but reportedly found no violations at those locations. Sweats said the DEP investigation identified an “uncontrolled burn” or “pit fire” at the Dauphin County municipal incinerator’s collection pit as the likely source. He also said he has a contact who works at the incinerator and confirmed that pit fires are a known occurrence at such facilities. He alleged the facility has at times bypassed containment and filtering by opening vents or exhausts, releasing fumes into surrounding neighborhoods. Sweats expressed frustration that DEP appears reluctant to escalate enforcement unless more residents submit complaints and noted a management change at the incinerator around two years ago that coincides with the onset of the odors. He asked the Borough to help raise awareness, encourage additional DEP complaints from neighbors, and collaborate on outreach. He offered to share the DEP investigator’s contact information after the meeting. Council members and staff responded by offering to obtain the investigator’s contact, reach out to Swatara Township and Harrisburg officials as appropriate, suggested contacting Representative Dave Madsen’s office, and amplifying the issue via the Steelton community Facebook group to solicit more resident reports.

Council Comments:

· Julianna Paioletti - Thanked residents for consistently attending meetings, acknowledged seeing familiar faces, and expressed appreciation for community involvement 
· Michael Segina – Thanked attendees and asked Aaron if they can schedule a planning meeting for April 1. Also asked Aaaron to reach out to him about a concern. 
· Nastashia Ross - Reminded everyone about the borough’s comprehensive plan meeting scheduled for the next night at the high school auditorium, pointed to flyers available at the meeting, and urged residents to attend and spread the word so the borough can gather public input
· Denae House - Announced the borough’s Easter Egg Hunt set for March 28 from 12–3 p.m., expressed hope weather won’t interfere, thanked the Public Works staff for their efforts through the winter, and thanked residents for attending.
· Vanessa Jenkins - Thanked residents for attending and wants to get answers for them
· Charles “CJ” Johnson – Thanked the attendees and encouraged participation at the comprehensive plan meeting  
· Ciera Dent – Thanked residents for attending, emphasized the importance of hearing community concerns (specifically noting the issue that was reported by Mr. Swetz earlier), reiterated the need for broad participation in the comprehensive plan meeting and encouraged residents to bring others so the borough can plan effectively, and closed with well wishes and a blessing
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Vanessa Bowers – Thanked residents for attending and told Mr. Swetz she would speak with him after the meeting. 

Adjournment: With no other business to discuss, a motion was made to adjourn by Vice President Ross and seconded by Ms. House. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 7:12 PM.
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